15 December, 2017 I Vol - 55
Dubai on track to welcome 1m cruise passengers by 2020
In a keynote address to cruise line executives and regional industry stakeholders at the opening session of Seatrade Middle East Cruise Forum 2017, Issam Kazim, ceo, Dubai Corporation of
Tourism and Commerce Marketing (DCTCM), confirmed Dubai remains on track to receive 1m cruise passengers by 2020. Addressing delegates, he also referenced DCTCM's plan to ensure
that cruise passengers felt the 'soul' of Dubai and there would be an extra concentration on excursions that show the heritage of the city and its older parts, as well as the more modern
attractions and architecture. Esam Ahmed, commercial manager, Mina Rashid & Mina Hamriyah, DP World, highlighted the growth plans for Mina Rashid cruise port which include the
allocation of additional berths to handle up to seven large ships simultaneously (up from the current six) and the development of a new terminal to meet market demand by 2020. The first
day's Summit Session on managing growth and planning for the future saw senior government officials and tourism stakeholders then discuss their own growth plans for their destinations.
Delegates heard that Abu Dhabi welcomed a record 315,000 cruise visitors in 2017, nearly 40,000 more than the previous year.

Khalifa Port set to handle Capesize Ships under EGA deal
Port developer and operator Abu Dhabi Ports is to welcome some of the world's largest bulk carriers as part of a long-term port facility deal signed with UAE-based industrial company
Emirates Global Aluminium. Under the agreement, EGA would use Capesize vessels to import bauxite from the Republic of Guinea in West Africa for Al Taweelah alumina refinery through
Khalifa Port. The parties informed that, with this deal, Abu Dhabi Ports would be able to develop the port to become the first in the Gulf capable of directly handling these massive ships. Abu
Dhabi Ports will fund and complete dredging and widening works to the Khalifa Port approach channel and basin including EGA's berth. The dredging will deepen the channel to 18.5 metres
and basin to 18 metres basis zero tide. EGA plans to use large dry bulk ships to import raw materials without the need to transfer all or some of the cargo to smaller vessels outside the port,
reducing long-term shipping costs and improving environmental performance. The development at Khalifa Port is expected to lead to larger ships calling in to Abu Dhabi, boosting the
Emirate's position as a global maritime trade hub.

China Merchants Port takes over control of Hambantota Port
China Merchants Port (CMPort) has taken over full operation at Sri Lanka's Hambantota Port and paid out $292.1m as the first tranche of $973.7m it has agreed to pay for an 85% stake in the
port, it said in a stock market announcement. The company will invest a total of $1.12bn in what is expected to be a major element in its Belt and Road Initiative, with the remaining amount to
come over the next few months. CMPort had earlier this year sealed an agreement for 99-year concession to operate the port. In explaining the rationale for the move CMPort said: “The
parties are of the view that it is in the interest of the parties to commence the relevant work in the Hambantota Port project at the earliest opportunity, and they expect that a higher proportion
of the investment amount will be incurred during the earlier stages of the project.” The early start of payments made possible by the amendment of the concession agreement will help the Sri
Lankan government in meeting debt payments for the loss-making port. According to local media reports, just 14 vessels called in 2016 and as at June this year, only 10 ships, apart from the
car carriers which have been diverted from the main Colombo Port are discounted, have made port calls.

Papua New Guinea landowners clear new ICTSI port projects
International Container Terminal Services Inc. (ICTSI) has signed an agreement with landowner community groups in Papua New Guinea which will be affected by a new port project. In a
statement yesterday, ICTSI said it has signed an agreement with the Motukea impacted landowner community groups in Papua New Guinea. The memorandum of agreement upholds the
subscription and shareholders agreement included in the terminal operating agreement with the PNG Ports Corp. Ltd. for the port of Motukea. Under the agreement, ICTSI's obligations
involve meaningful engagements with host communities through corporate social responsibility initiatives. The ICTSI Foundation, for its part, will work closely with local leaders and
organizations to determine beneficiaries and the appropriate projects. “We are privileged and excited to have been granted the opportunity to collaborate with our host community to jointly
realize the potential of the port of Motukea as a logistics hub. This mutually beneficial goal would not be possible without the support of our host communities,” Christian Gonzalez, ICTSI
senior vice president and head of Asia Pacific and Manila International Container Terminal, said. The concession period for both projects is for 25 years.

World's largest automated container terminal opens in Shanghai
China on Sunday started trial operations of the world's biggest automated container terminal – the Shanghai Yangshan Deep Water Port – in the country's commercial hub, official media said
here. Located at the south of Donghai Bridge, phase 4 of the Yangshan Port covers 2.23 million square metres and has a 2,350-metre shoreline. Once it enters full operation, the fourth phase
of the Yangshan Port will initially be able to handle 4 million TEUs (twenty-foot equivalent units). The number will expand to 6.3 million TEUs at a later stage. The project uses automated
handling equipment designed and manufactured in China. The machinery used in loading and unloading, including a bridge crane, an automated guided vehicle (AGV) and a rail-mounted
gantry crane, are all made in China by Shanghai Zhenhua Heavy Industries Company, state-run Xinhua news agency reported. A domestically-developed automated management system is
also used at the port to maintain safety and efficiency. “The automated terminal not only increases the port's handling efficiency, but also reduces carbon emissions by up to 10 per cent,” said
Chen Wuyuan, president of Shanghai International Port Group.

Port of Fujairah to get Dh500m upgrade
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed by the Follow up Committee of the initiatives of President His Highness Shaikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, and Abu Dhabi Ports, to
fund the development of the Port of Fujairah on the UAE's east coast. Shaikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, attended the signing of
the Dh500 million agreement. It was signed by Ahmad Juma Al Za'abi, Deputy Minister of Presidential Affairs and chairman of the vommittee, and Dr Sultan Ahmad Al Jaber, UAE Minister of
State and board chairman of Abu Dhabi Ports. Under the MoU, Abu Dhabi Ports will develop the Fujairah port's existing infrastructure through its wholly-owned Fujairah terminals. The
development works include deepening the port, setting up berths and creating storage yards, to cope with the expected growth in the traffic of ships and sea shipping operations at the port.
The agreement will contribute to significant growth in the Port of Fujairah's operations in the coming years with the objective of being able to receive vessels of all sizes, in addition to an
increase in freight operations, general cargo and passenger services.

Van Oord completes expansion of Taiwan's largest port
Van Oord recently completed the expansion of the port of Kaohsiung. The client, Taiwan International Ports Corporation (TIPC), awarded the contract in 2015. The work was completed eight
months ahead of schedule. In less than two years' time, trailing suction hopper dredgers Vox Máxima, Volvox Terranova, and Rotterdam created 250 hectares of new land for the Kaohsiung
Intercontinental Container Center Phase II. 'The availability of the right equipment at the right moment and excellent cooperation within the internationally assembled project team
contributed to the early completion and overall success of this project. It was the first time Van Oord had been engaged as a main contractor in Taiwan,' says Van Oord's Area Manager Martin
Meijers. The new land will accommodate many terminals and wharves, some of which will be able to handle container vessels of up to 22,000 TEU. Taiwan International Ports Corporation:
'The Port of Kaohsiung is Taiwan's largest port. Each day, around 150 vessels pass through the port, where more than 10 million containers are transhipped each year. The expansion enables
future growth and will strengthen the position of the port of Kaohsiung as Taiwan's maritime gateway.'

Indonesia launches Jakarta-Surabaya ro-ro service
Indonesia is making some progress in its efforts to boost intermodal transportation and relieve pressure on key land arteries on the main island of Java with the launch of a subsidised roro
ferry route between Jakarta and Surabaya, local media reported. Transportation Ministry inspector-general Wahyu Satrio Utomo said the operation of the ferries would significantly reduce
road traffic between the two cities, particularly along Java's northern coast. “The traffic jams have caused inefficiency,” said Wahyu at the service launch at Jakarta's Tanjung Priok Port, adding
that the ferries are expected to cut travel time to 24 hours from 48 hours by the land route. The service is being inaugurated with two ferries from two companies with a combined capacity of
262 vehicles, short of the four vessels the government was initially planning to operate the service with. Land transportation director-general Budi Setiadi said only two operators were ready
to begin services as at November, suggesting that a failure to agree on prices was probably behind the shortage. The service began operation with the KM RoRo Prayasti owned by Jagad
Zamrud Khatulistiwa and KM Ferrindo 5 owned by ASDP Indonesia Ferry, which have the capacity to transport 160 and 102 trucks, respectively.

DP World launches internship programme for Emiratis abroad
DP World is introducing an internship programme for Emirati nationals studying abroad. This will give those who are students in countries where DP World has operations the chance to gain
hands-on experience and learn about global trade. Internships will last between two and three months and will be offered at most of the 78 terminals in 40 countries within the DP World
portfolio. The experience will involve industry orientation followed by an opportunity to work on live business projects and attend networking events, the company says. DP World Human
Capital Department Senior Vice President, Maya Al Qatar, adds, “By providing internship opportunities around the world for UAE National studying in countries where we operate we are
enriching their experiences and understanding of global economies. The Emiratis Abroad Programme will help them make connections, strengthen their prospects and understand how
Business and trade works in a variety of settings.”

U.K.: Port of Felixstowe handles one million TEU by rail
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Hutchison Ports' Port of Felixstowe has become the first port in the U.K. to handle over one million TEU by rail in a single year. The one-millionth unit was loaded yesterday (13 December) onto
the 13:34 Freightliner service to Birmingham. “This new milestone for the port reflects the dedication of our workforce and the excellent relationships we have developed with all the rail
freight operators at the port,” said Clemence Cheng, executive director of Hutchison Ports and CEO of the Port of Felixstowe. “Rail is an increasingly important differentiator for shipping lines
as well as importers and exporters and we are able to offer them a greater number of rail services to more destinations, more often, than any other port. “Rail is also a key factor in reducing the
environmental impact of transport and helps reduce road congestion. We are continuing to invest heavily in rail infrastructure at Felixstowe and are currently working with Network Rail on
capacity enhancements to the Felixstowe Branch Line.” “We would like to congratulate the Port of Felixstowe on this achievement. As a reliable, efficient and sustainable method of
distribution demand for intermodal rail freight continues to grow,” said Adam Cunliffe, U.K. managing director of Freightliner Group.

